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had, the lose of life and destruction of poperty would have been 
greater still. 

Hu?i/si4lr. Ala.--Extritct irom the l€untmlille Telcgruni. * + * 
Mr8. Newt Fli pin eitffered the amputdo11 of an arni, whia-h was 
twisted on by t i e  winrl. Thr wind p~i-for.nied many freak Rtiints with 
cattle, movin niany aninlala from one farni to another withoiit injiiring 
them, and hfowing the feathem oA chickens. Many farm anininls 
we& killed, horhrever. The 1~11inp at Flippin's home was pi!lIprl out 
of the well 2nd hroken inta two part. thp upper part not ha\ in!: Leen 
wen since the rtorm. The -property damage i s  rstiniltterl at ~ ~ O U L  
S50.000 to houws and barns. siid t!ln.e wJs very little dama;~ to mqw 
hecause of the Inten?m of the sc'ason. * * + Pritrtirdly 110  one' 

shape8 cloud was ohwrvpd. T r w  on t.hc north sik* of tliv p s t h  
pointed toward the aout.li; in ths c'entpr. in all c!irectiion*: nn the south 
side, to the north; width of lJ3bh of gIwt, dost,nic'.t.iuii. :{M yircla. 
Damage, c x C q J t  to crops. $I?,.ilKl. Four killed. lo ii ij i ircd. * * 
No hail; thunrlcr. hut no hc!svv rain: l h c k  clontl. 

Citr/cy, .Iltrr/ison C'olLII/!/.-.~o.?tliiSfBr ?J. I .  ~ViIIia~n~on*s rqwrt. 
The storm occwrwcl west atid north of (;urlr\: at 12::30 p. 111. ! t cmne 
from the soiithwmt and went. tow:ard thr! nort.lwwt.. Tlic F I I I J ~ + ~ > I  w t l  
cloiid was olmervctd. Tree3 on t.ha iiort.lr side oE the p41.h poiiit.l~c! t . i J  
the north; nolle left. in the centtv: on thc. soiit.Ii side t.liey pointed to 
tho south. Path of great rleat.nictioii was GO varcla wiilr. r)miiar.e. 
except to crop?. $25.OUO. N i m  weic. killcd. 10 ihjiircl. * * ++ 'I'hi! 
storm did not ciit a clean path. I t  dipl.'cd l i t w  t ~ i i i l  tlicrr alonrr t lw  
path. and wont clear over t.rwp in other placw. I\ Ii*?~.l.c it did striki. 
the earth. i t  Y W ~  i t  everythine clean. 

'rile storm 
orciirretl 1 mile ezat OF Brownshow at. 1:G 1). 111.; i t  emit! from the wvst. 
and went towa.rd the enat.. The funnel-shapi:il cloiicl I ~ S R  ~ V R I I .  'l'rew 
on the north side of tlip pdth pointoil solit.hward;in tlie cvnter. enetward; 
on the soiitli side. northward. Path of great. rht.rwtion was 100 yards 
wide. Fifteen houses. I2 IIXTIII. and alioiit, a thousand c.!ollars' \vort,h 
of tirnlw totally destroyed. Thirteen kil lwi .  18 injtiri4. -4 lit.fIv 
hail; hailstones mal l .  

Mudimn. Mudism, C'oioit!r.--Extrtcrt from Form No. Illfl!l -dlt+:or- 
'ological, rZpril90: Maximrini temperatiire, 73'; minimimi. ti:'; t,c.in- 
peratlire at 6 p. m., 6s'; rain I-ezsii at noon; ended. 1 p, ni.; amount.. 
f J . S  inch; prevailing wind direction for the day.  miit.li : c11sr.sctc.r of 
the dav, cloudv. 

Scotisboro. ~ i c k s o n  (-'oir/:t!/.-Estract Froui Form KO. In[i!l ~fct.c~nroIog- 
ical. April 20: Maximum tc.mper;tt.urr. W; mininitmi. I'V: tempwt- 
tiire at 5 p. m. .  GB"; rain ended 1 1'. m.; amoiint. 11.42 inch; prevailing 
wiiid direction for the day. smithwest: charwtt?r oi dry. cIoiirl\:. 

The following newspnper estracts may he of interest, 
as showing tlie weather at points off the storms' tracks: 

Geenvilh,  Bztflrr ~.'uiiitf~j.--Froui the Grcmrdfc. Advorutc for April 
q3: 8 eahiiig oi the 20th. all day the wind was blowing a sale. snrl niaiiy 
penprQ feared the storm would reach here. 

firownshoi-o. $idison (:oi(nri,.--Postiii:iRt~r'9 rcport.: 

'I'liimr!cr v v y  heavy: little rain MI. 

aS,t~!~ic,wp. Tnlladega ('o!!ntg.--Vruni the Sylacauga Adwanee, for 
.ipril 21: Iieferriira to tho SOtli. heaty thunder and Plectriral ntorni; 
* * * a sinokelinuse wm claina.ged 1)y fdlinp trers. 

90th meridian t h e  used throughout this report. 
Figure 3 shows the location of the storms' paths. 

' IN TENNESSEE. 
A tornado occuimd on April 30, 1920. On first 

consicleration of the reports received 'we got the. idea 
that two different tornadoes occuiTec1 , but further 
esaniination of the reports leads us to believe. that it 
w:t9 one tornado strikiiig the ground at intervals. 

about 9 a. ni., 

1t.s course was from southwest to northeast. We have 
no reports of tornadic wind effects in Lawrence and 
Lewis Counties (northeast of Wayneshoro), though very 
heavy rain occuiwd at Hohenwald, Lewis County, and 
1ic:a.vy at Xsh~vood, Maury County. But there wis no 
tornado in tlie vicinity of Hohcnwald or Ashwood. 
Howt?ver, a t  10:30 a. m. a tornado struck in the vicinity 
of Spring Hill, Maurv County, aid nem Burrwood and 
Thompsons Station, willianlsoii County, moving north- 
eatstward, in line with the track through Wayne County, 
nude about 1 hour and 15 minutes earlier. It was 
prohbly t h  same tornado. 

the tornado. %s path was between urm-ood and 
Spring Hill, about 1 mile east of Bunwoocl and 3 miles 
west of Spring Hill. It was traveling directly toward 
Franklin, about 9 miles northeast of Runwood, but did 
not reach Franklin. Apparent,ly, its destructive vio- 
lence ceased at a .point 3 or 3 niiles northeast of Burr- 
wood and about 3 miles north of Thom son's Station. 

was reportccl, hut no lives were lost. In Maury and 
Williamson Counties the losses were heavier, being 
estimated at  a total of $20,000. One man was killed 
and S or 10 persons injured near Bumrood, Williamson 
County . 

The rainfall was very heavy in Davidson County, wash- 
ing away some bridges and causing claniages of $10,000 or 
mom, while in Nashville the streets trhat were macadam- 
ized suffered to tlie extent, according to estimate, of 
%5OJ000.--2?o~cou NUWU, NaskzdZe. 

I t  fist appeared in Wayne Count 
musing about 3 niilw south of Waynes % or0 ab 9:15 a. ni. 

B the patll Of 
The map (fio 3) shows approximate1 

111 Wayne C!ountrj- property damage o r about $5,000 

TORNADO IN UNION COUNTY, N. C., APRIL 12, 1920. 

By G .  S. LINDGREN, Meteorolopist. 

[Charlot.te, N. ('., Uay M, 1920.1 

The low-pressure area, which gave rise to the tornado 
of A ril 12, 19.20, in North Carolina, moved from the 
mid dp e Mississippi Valley to northwestern Pennsylvania 
between 8 a. m. and S p. m. of that date. The general 
form of the LOW on the 8 p. m. map was that of a very 
much elongated ellipse whose major axis extended from 
the u per St. Lawrence Valley to the .east Gulf coast. 

lotte during the evening hours. There was little wind 
and about 0.86 inch rainfall. The barometer at that 
place dropped dining the, day, r e d i n g  a niininiuni 
about midnight. 

The. temperature gradient on the; evening map was 
decidedly steep in the northwest quadrant, the current 
temperature at  Pittsburgh being 60' F., and that at  
Toledo, 28" F. , approsimately 200 miles to the northwest,. 

At about 9 p. m. of the above date a tornado of marked 
beverity formed in the northwestern part of Union 

Thun 1 erstoms with brilliant lightning occurred at  Char- 

County, 1s miles southeast of Charlotte, which caused 
the loss of threc. lives, seriously injured several persons, 
and inflicted considerable damage to cattle, farmhouses, 
timber, and orchards, the total loss being estimated at 
abou t $250 $00. 

Available records indicate that an average of about 
one tornado per ear has occurred in North Carolina, 

moderate type. The loss of life or extent of destruction 
e of previous storms 

of t is character is un a nown, the passTi but le one under consider- 
to roperty attendin 

ation will rank among the severest that have ever 
visited this section of the country. 

The tornado path was about 33 miles long, running 
northeastward across 1-nion County, extreme north- 
western Anson County, and southeastern Stanley County, 
the last damage reported being 2 miles from the county 
line. ts width averaged about 150 yards, never being 

but nearly all of t Tl cse appear to have been of a light to 

K 
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more than 200 yards; thc time occupied in pmsing was 
about 45 minutes. . 

The storm waa attended by vivid lightning, moderate 
to light rains, and a little hail in Lnion County. A 
funnel-shaped cloud was seen in Stmley County, but 
none was observed in Vnion County, probably because 
of darkness. That it existed is evidenced by the position 
of the debris in the path of tlie storm and bg trhe twisting 
of the trees that were uprooted or broken off. 

The tornado first struck the lionie of Robert L. Polk, 
a farmer living about a mile from Ebenezer, killing him, 
in uring several members of his family, and demolishing 
a1 i the buildings on the farm. At, Ebenezer, the church 
and schoolhouse were swept  way, but! no other buildings 
were touched. Two miles beyond this place the storni 
seems to have been at, its geat.est intensity. A11 t,hat is 
left of a large ancl substantial farmhouse is a pile of 

rocks; the barn is gone, and other outbuildings com- 
pletely wrecked. A mule was hurled 100 feet against a 
tree stump, its body pierced by a 2 by 4 scantlin ; a 
horse was carried several hundred feet into a patcf of 
wood, where it was found the following morning appar- 
ently unhurt; a steel range from the Preston home was 
found :3 miles away in a wheatfield; harrows, plows, 
and other txgricultural implements were scattered over 
the fields for n mile around: a sewing machine was found 
linnging from a tree limb, Heavy live stock losses were 
sustained and an estensive orchard completely deniol- 
ished. The prith is marked by the wide swath of twisted 
and wrencliecl tree trunks where it passed through forests; 
but in several c.n.qes many houses directly in the storm 
track were spnred. The tornado apparently came to an 
end in Stanley County, 2 niiles west of t.he Yadkin 
River. 

TORNADOES IN NORTHEASTERN OKLAHOMA, MAY 2,1920. 

There ap ear to have been three, if not four, distinct 
tornadoes t 1 at swept their trails of death and desola.tlon 
across Rogers, Mayes, and Cherokee Counties. One 
struck just outside Chelsea ancl moved northeast, ad- 
vancing about 5 miles before it rose. Its path was 
about a city block. It resulted 
in five deaths. Another swPpt a path a hnlf iiiile wide 
and 3 miles long across t,he Missouri, Kansas & ‘l’csz~ 
Railway riwht of way, 4 miles north of C!liot.enu. Houses 
were tumbfed in its path, but no one was killed. Scores 
of dead cattle and hogs were found in its wake. 

The third storm wiped out Peggs, an inlsnd town of 
300 people, occupying a knoll among the foothills of the 
Spavinaw Mountains. At, 8335 p. 111. the tornado Icsped 
a protecting ran e of hills to the west, dipped into the 
valley, tore a pat % of devastation a mile wide an4 3 miles 
long through the countryside, nncl dissppearect. A heav37 
rain and hail accompanied it. On the following day t,lie 
official count of the dead stood at, 50 and the badly in- 
jured at  more than 80. Three d a 3 a t e . r  the death list 
was increased t o m .  Most of the ersons that remained 

sou h t  the protection of storni cellars. 
fi ie Uuskogee D d y  Ph,omix of May 4 gives an account. 

of the Peggs storm in great. detnil. A few escerpt,s 
follow: 

[Mr. A. J.  Cagle’s family of seven were in the house when the wind 
crushed it. Two 01 his aone were blown through the wall 1ut.o the 
roadway. Except for a few slight bruises they were unhurt. [Al- 
tho h the house was demolished, not one of the others was scratched.] 

Ayarge hole was torn in the Robimon house [next door], and the 
roof of t e back porch dropped to the floor. On the porch a refrigerator, 
heavily laden, atood between two washtubs. The wind picked up the 
refrigerator, socked it out from beneath the roof, hurled it over the 
housetop, and carried it away. The tubs were not moved. 

one structure in the entire town escaped wholly unscathed. 
That {uilding, a mall  one-atory house of wood, is the “dty  jail.” [It 

This ~ v m  at (i o’c1oc.k. 

unhurt after the storm had passe x were those who hac1 

On1 

was unoccupied.] Not 30 feet from it t.he concrete ntore of Mr. Rob- 
inson lies in utt,er rainm. 
By the aide of the road a mile from Pe 8 an automobile, t 

and twisted, had been driven halfway int,o%e ground by the F V ~ ! ~  

At the aerological station, Broken Arrow, Okla., 40 
niilcs west, of Peggs, an observation at 3 p. m. showed a 
geuerd drift of tho air from the soutrliwst, the wind 
veering froin sou t8h-soiitshwest, 5 m/a at  the surface and 
0 ink nt. 1,OCJO metew tliroii-h southwest, 14 m/s, a t  
2,f:)~)O meteis, anti- west-Ro~it.k\\.est., 14 m:s, nt 3,000 
meters nlthide. The tornado paths were observed to 
move with the wind ahovc 1 ,OOC) nwt.ers, i. e., from south- 
west to ~iortheast~. * 

‘I’he dtiy had betw o ,pressiv.ely wmn and immense 
cumul~s clourls premiied tiuriiig the afternooil. ~y 
7 p. 111. the lower clouds had disappeared except in the 
east in the vicinity of the storm, and talle slip was clear 
except, for 0 . :3  cirro-strat,us clouds from the west. 

The cloud formation over the storm WM watdied from 
Brokeii ilrroa from G:4S p. in. until darliness. Immense 
curnuhis, boiling 111) with vinlent, comniotion, rose to a 
great. height,, nl)ove which a veil of alto-stratus s read out 
to tlie west or windward side. This view of t. R e storm 
from tlie rem under tt nearly clear sky afforded an unusual 
spectacle. The cumulus t,t,ps were aglow witsh the Itwt 
rays of the evening aun and were brightly lighted at  
ini,ervals by li(r1itning within the c.louds. 

It is a ain.g&r fact that, dt.liougli veiy many people 
in this portion of the State wat.ched this phenomenon 
with interest,, it  was sis hours after the disaster at Peggs 
before tlie news reached the nearest town from which a 
call for help could he sent out..-J. A. Rfi.hle, Broken 
4 rww. 

____..- 

8- These tornadoes occured about the time of pnSSgBe of a line of conveyace of wind 
from the south and west. This lme extended in a general northeast-southwest dlrso 
tion through enst Texas and Oklahoma. 


